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FIVE STAR REVIEW:Reviewer: c harney
- - August 18, 2009 Subject: A Wonderfull
Piece of History It is very interesting to
read about the opinions of a man living in
the 1800s, talking about a subject that
almost tore the united states of america into
2
pieces............................................................
.................................Excerpt from the
Introduction:There are times when it is
important that every man, however humble
may be his name, should express his views
on great moral, political, and religious
subjects. Public sentiment is made up of a
great number of individual opinions, as
earth and ocean are made up of a great
number of individual particles of matter.
The opinion of each individual contributes
to form the public sentiment, as the labour
of the animalcule in the ocean contributes
to form the coral reefs that rise above the
waves. Public sentiment controls our land ;
public senti- ment will ultimately control
the world. All that error, tyranny, and
oppression demand is a strong public
sentiment in their favor; all that is
necessary to counteract their influence is
that public senti- ment should be right. The
present is eminently a time when the views
of every man on the subject of slavery
should be uttered in unambiguous tones.
There has never been but one thing that has
perilled the existence of the American
Union, and that one thing is slavery. There
has never been a time when the Union was
really in danger until now. There has never
been a time when the system of slavery has
been so bold, ex- acting, arrogant, and
dangerous to liberty, as at pre- sent. There
has never been a time when so much
importance, therefore, could be attached to
the views of individual men ; when so
much could be done in favor of the rights
of man by a plain utterance of sentiment ;
when so much guilt would be incurred by
silence. It cannot be right that any one who
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holds the system to be evil in its origin, evil
in its bearing on the morals of men, evil in
its relations to religion, evil in its influence
on the master and the slave on the body
and the soul on the North and the South,
evil in its relations to time and in its
relations to eternity, should so act that it
shall be possible to misunderstand his
opinions in relation to it, so act that his
conduct could be appealed to as implying
an apology for the system. The circle in
which he moves may be a limited circle ;
his views may influence but few of the
living, and may cease to be regarded
altogether when he is dead; but for the
utterance of those views, and for the
position which he takes on this as on other
subjects, he must soon give an account at a
tribunal where silence on great moral
subjects, as well as an open defence of
what is wrong, will be regarded and treated
as guilt. No man, therefore, should allow
himself on these great questions to be in
such a position that, by any fair
construction of his life and opinions, his
influence, however humble it may be,
should be made to sus- tain error and
wrong, or be of such a nature that his name
can be referred to as furnishing a support
for cruelty and oppression. As it is true that
the only thing that ever has threatened to
destroy this Union, or that now threatens to
destroy it, is slavery, so it is true that the
only thing that alienates one portion of the
land from the other is slavery. In language,
in customs, in laws, in religion, we are, and
always have been, otherwise, a united
people. We have a common origin. We all
look to the same fatherland, and we all
claim that the glory of that land, in literature, in science, and in the arts, is a part of
our common inheritance.
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complete in itself and, while the moral legitimacy of slavery is not simple and straight- forward. Church offers
apology for its role in slavery - Telegraph Some historians argue that if churches had used their power, the Atlantic
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