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Remember the alphabet books youve seen
over the years, with authors re-using the
same old words and phrases? A is for
Apple. B is for Boat... Even young children
enjoy variety, and authors need to
remember not to talk down to them so
much. And kids arent the only ones who
love language and learning.There are
thousands of words available, not just
nouns! What about all the wonderful verbs,
adjectives, and adverbs that start with the
letters? I challenged myself to write 26
lines: one for each letter, each line being a
complete sentence, and with each word in
that sentence starting with the appropriate
letter. Some lines came fast and easy.
Others required more work, and in two
cases I had to play a little loose with the
words to make them fit. As I worked, it
became clear that this alphabet was
intended for adults (or at least advanced
readers), although my children have
enjoyed most of the lines as I read them out
loud. Even when they did not know what a
quagga was, they loved the sounds of the
lines.
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